
Your Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What months of the year should I use Frontline or Revolution Flea treatment? 

We recommend using Frontline or Revolution all year round. This is based on the flea 

life cycle. If your pet has ever had fleas or if you have ever had a visiting pet that 

brought fleas with it, you could potentially still have fleas waiting to hatch in your 

home. When your pet had adult fleas on it's body, those fleas laid their eggs and the 

eggs rolled off of your pet and into your carpet. It isn't until after those eggs hatch and 

the larva change into their cocoon stage that you have an impending problem. These 

cocoons, also know as pupae, sit in your carpet and wait. They are waiting for heat 

(furnace) or moisture (dogs sniffing) or movement (pets walking over the area). Once 

that happens, those fleas emerge from their happy little cocoons and begin your flea 

nightmare all over again. Also, if you happen to travel outside of Ohio during the winter 

your pet may encounter fleas while on vacation.  

 

 

What months of the year should I use Heartgard or Interceptor heartworm medicine? 

We recommend using Heartgard or Interceptor April through December. It is not 

necessary to use heartworm preventive during the months of January, February, and 

March because in all of Ohio's history we have never had the temperature 

requirements for heartworms to become active. It must be 50 degrees or warmer, 

round the clock, for a full 20 days. So even when we have a few warm days here and 

there, it has never maintained 50 degrees, day and night, for a full 20 days in a row. 

However, if you still feel more comfortable using heartworm preventive all year-round, 

there is certainly no reason you can't. If your dog travels with you to a warmer climate 

area during the winter months, you should definitely continue to use your heartworm 

preventive. 

 

How do I collect a urine sample from my dog? 

1) Find a clean, disposable container. Preferably something that doesn't leak and 

you can easily stick under your dog when he/she begins to urinate. 

  

2) Put your dog on a leash! Even if you are going into the backyard you want to 

have leash control so he/she cannot get too far away from you. 

 

3) As soon as your dog begins to urinate, put the container under the stream and 

catch as much urine as you can. We only need about 2 tablespoons to run a 

urinalysis, but more is appreciated. 

 

4) Put the lid on the container, wash your hands and bring the sample directly to 

the hospital. Do not pass go, do not collect $200 and do not refrigerate that sample! 

For best results we need to read the sample within ONE HOUR of obtaining it. 

 

5) If you are unable to do this, don't fret, we can attempt to collect the sample at the 

office. Just be sure that your dog doesn't urinate before coming inside!  


