
Dental Care 
 
 
 

What is tartar and gingivitis?  
Tartar, or dental calculus, is the build up of food, bacteria, and residues on your 
pet's teeth that can lead to gingivitis, an inflammation of the gums.  
 
 
Can dirty teeth be harmful to my pet?  
Yes! Dirty teeth cause bad breath and eventual loss of teeth due to infection. 
Your pet may not be able to chew food well if his/her teeth are sore from infection 
or lost due to poor care.  
 
 
What do you do when your clean my pet's teeth?  
Your pet is given a general anesthetic so that scaling, sub-gingival cleaning, 
ultrasonic cleaning, polishing, fluoride treatment, and any necessary x-rays and 
extractions can be performed. (Note: Older pets will require pre-surgical blood 
tests to uncover any signs of liver/kidney disease prior to being given anesthetic.  
 
 
What is a minichem and does my pet need one?  
If your pet is above the age of 7 or a high-risk patient, a minichem blood test may 
be required before placing them under anesthetic for the dental. In younger 
animals this blood test is optional. The minichem consists of drawing a small 
amount of blood and running that sample in our in-house blood analyzer, 
checking for problems in the kidneys or liver. If problems are detected, the 
appropriate precautions and additional measures will be taken to decrease the 
patient’s risk while under anesthesia.  
 
 
What if my pet needs extractions?  
Only your veterinarian can determine which teeth should be extracted and which 
loose or diseased teeth can be saved. Oftentimes, antibiotics will be prescribed 
before and/or after extractions to prevent further infections.  
 
 
What will I need to do at home for my pet post-cleaning?  
The gums and teeth are often a little sensitive for a few days after cleaning. If 
your pet shows sensitivity then you should feed well-moistened dry food or 
canned food for a few days. Daily brushing with a cat or dog toothpaste will deter 
the formation of tartar and gingivitis. Be sure to pick up a toothbrush, toothpaste 
and rinses for practicing good dental care at home for your pet. See preventative 
care for more tricks.  
 
 
Note: Do not use human toothpaste on your pet! 
 


